
New Logo and Prayer Focus

Prison Fellowship has expanded over the past 35 years 
reaching out beyond the prison cells of Northern Ireland. We 
believe this growth is of God and is reflected through many 
di�erent areas of support that we o�er; Family work, work 
among children of prisoners, Sycamore Tree and Aftercare 
among those released from prison.
 
In light of this we believe it is important that our logo reflects 
the breadth of all aspects of the ministry, rather than just work 
in prisons.

Our new logo incorporates the bruised reed keeping the 
prisoner at the very centre of our ministry, but demonstrating 
that our work reaches far beyond the prison. It also 
demonstrates that our work supports people coming from a 
desert experience to a place where their life can have 
purpose and meaning.

In an e�ort to use our financial resources better, we have 
decided to incorporate the Prayer Focus into the News Focus 
which will be produced quarterly. I trust you will continue to 
find it useful as you pray for the work.

Robin

Over the summer months, Prison Fellowship ran a programme 
on Wednesday mornings for our men’s group called Bible 
Works. At these meetings we were blessed to have a number 
of guest speakers from Churches and Christian groups from 
around the country who gave up their time to address us on a 
range of topics. 

The topics covered were close to our hearts in Prison 
Fellowship. They included forgiveness and loneliness issues 
often faced by some of our members. Each speaker’s talk was 
both moving and thought provoking, and each person who 
attended took away some inspiration, and often hope, at the 
end of the meetings.

In addition to the speakers, Bible Works was able to o�er us 
the opportunity to worship together, and have some valuable 
group prayer time. It also allowed us to enjoy each others’ 
fellowship and friendship, and grow in Christ together. 

Alastair

What a great summer we have had in 
Press Forward with lives changed, 
friendships formed and developed.
Again, with the funding of BBC Children 
In Need, we have been able to provide a 
programme for children of prisoners.

This year 15 children, age 8-16 enjoyed a 
wide range of physical and educational 
activities. The young people visited a 
trampoline park, experienced driving 
Segways, and played mini-golf. We went 
ten-pin bowling, and had a trip to the 
North Coast to learn how to surf. Other 
highlights included a chance to go snow 
tubing and scale a climbing wall. As part 
of the educational learning, we went on a 
cross community tour around Belfast, and 
got to explore the Ulster Folk and 
Transport Museum. Through creative 

workshops, the young people made clay 
bears and tie-dye tee shirts, and created 
a mural on the outside of our building as 
a culmination of the gra�ti workshop. 
The programme ended with a residential 
that allowed the young people to 
participate in archery, laser tag and the 
ropes course.
 
As a final celebration of Press Forward, 
an event was held in our centre for the 
young people, parents and volunteers to 
present awards and certificates of 
attendance. 
 
We are very thankful for your prayers and 
support throughout the summer, and for 
the families.              
                                                                                                                                           
Alex

Press Forward

The completed wall!
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In an age where instant success and 
gratification is a necessity in the work 
place, it is abundantly clear that the 
people in Prison Fellowship are 
investing time in people that others 
would have written o�. 
During the morning of the Prayer 
Breakfast, Lynne and the team shared 
about the Sycamore Tree programme, 
an accredited course that has been run 
in Maghaberry and Hydebank, giving 
prisoners the opportunity to consider 
the impact of their crime and to meet 
their victims. It’s a voluntary course, so 
those who participate have a desire to 
see changes in their behaviour, and for 

many it has been a turning point in their 
lives.

The Prayer Breakfast provided me with 
an insight into the workings of the 
Sycamore Tree programme; not only 
did the morning show me how vital 
programmes like this are - it 
demonstrated the enthusiasm and 
commitment that each member of 
Prison Fellowship has for the prisoners. 

James

During Prayer week, a ladies night 
was held in Ballymena on 7th 
September. Grace opened in prayer 
to a gathering of 60 ladies, followed 
by a worship group from Victory 
Praise Church. They were amazing 
and the songs were perfect for the 
evening.

The guest speaker, Nicole Mann Watt, 
author of “Walking out of Night,” 
shared her personal experience of 
being a victim of abuse, how she 
came to faith and of the healing and 
redemption Jesus longs to bring. 
“Although”, says Nicole “we have got 
a bit better speaking about abuse, we 

are still far from where we need to be 
with this sensitive and damaging 
subject.”  She shared some steps we 
can take to change this; how we 
need to be listening instead of 
judging, o�ering empathy and prayer 
to those a�ected, and being better 
equipped to minister to those who 
have been hiding the secret in shame 
for years. 

The evening impacted my life, and I’m 
sure it made a huge di�erence in the 
lives of those who attended. 
 
Ann

It’s not often I put pen to paper, but when 
asked to give my experience in relation to 
the Voices of Hope celebration night in the 
Crumlin Road Gaol during the Week of 
Prayer, I felt more than privileged. 

I never thought I could hold a note, never 
mind sing. However, with the guidance of Ali, 
our choirmaster, I soon found a purpose. 
Being able to perform gave my friends and I 
the confidence to sing along and share out 
loud. However, I really do feel we had the 

help of our Lord and Father, yes!! - He gave 
us the ability. To Him I am eternally grateful. 

I would like to express gratitude to all who 
helped, and those behind the scenes who 
made this wonderful evening possible 
through funding and support. I look forward 
to the next event and hope you do too!

Michael

many it has been a turning point in their 

The Prayer Breakfast provided me with 

Prison Fellowship has for the prisoners. 

The Prayer Week, 4th-11th 
September grew out of a desire 
to set aside time to pray for the 
work, to inform people about 
each of the ministries and 
mobilise for prayer. We had no 
idea what to expect, but as we 
look back over a very busy 
week, we can see that God has 
blessed and worked in ways we 
did not even imagine. Thank you 
to everyone who prayed and 
supported us throughout the 
week.

Walking out of
 the night

Prayer Focus 

Oct-Dec

October 1st.
Pray for the health of siblings R 
(6 y.o.) and N (4 y.o.) both do not 
speak! Pray for a breakthrough 
of God’s healing power in the 
lives of these children.

Norman is speaking at Strabane 
Presbyterian church harvest 
service; pray for God’s blessing, 
and that many will be 
encouraged to pray and 
support this work.

Pray for mums struggling on 
their own with young children, 
while their partner is in prison. 
We pray they ask for help and 
don’t become isolated.

Give thanks that M and her 
family had a good time 
together last month. They have 
faced bereavements of two 
children and a parent recently. 
Pray they will continue to find 
strength and comfort in God.

Praise God for I who is restored 
back to faith in Jesus and is a 
good witness to others on the 
landing. Pray he will continue 
to grow in faith as he attends 
our weekly Bible study.

2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th.

6th.
Ask God’s healing for C, she has 
an ongoing health issue and it 
gets her down.

Continue to pray for safe travel 
on the roads for our family 
workers especially as winter 
approaches.

Pray for M, a young girl who 
lacks confidence due to her 
dyslexia, may she come to 
realise how precious she is in 
GOD’s eyes.

Give thanks that A attended an 
event during our prayer week, 
she was deeply touched by the 
evening.

Lynne and the volunteers will 
meet men in Maghaberry who 
will complete Sycamore Tree.  
Pray for a useful time of sharing 
and relationship building 
ahead of the opening session 
next week (12th)

7th. 8th. 9th. 10th.

11th.
Pray for the members of the 
Board as they meet tonight that 
they may know God's leading as 
they direct the ministry 
forward.

Pray for our women’s aftercare 
group who meet tonight.  We 
all come with our struggles.  
Pray that the women are 
encouraged, and leave with an 
understanding of more of God’s 
love.

Prayer have been answered for 
S. He is back on the road again 
and travelling to appointments 
and meetings himself. Pray for 
provision for him to cover the 
costs of travelling and for safety 
on our roads.

Pray that we, as staff and 
volunteers, will be so rooted 
and united in Christ, that we 
will know His voice and 
guidance, and follow so 
faithfully in His ways. 

Pray for the new men that 
make contact with PF when 
released from prison and for 
the work of aftercare 
supporting them spiritually, 
emotionally, socially and 
physically. 

12th. 13th. 14th. 15th.

16th.
Give thanks for R who came to 
faith a year ago in prison and is 
growing in Christ; he is 
delighted to get a new job and 
is enjoying it.

C, who was one of our long 
term prison volunteers, has 
challenging health issues. Pray 
that God will grant him peace 
and healing.

C, who is one of our prison 
volunteers from the North West, 
is at home recovering after 
surgery; pray he will make a 
good recovery and will soon be 
able to attend the prison 
meetings.

R, who was a prison volunteer 
in the past, is in hospital with a 
long term illness; pray he will 
know God’s peace and help at 
this time, pray also for his wife 
and family.

Give thanks for the North West 
information evening. As staff we 
were very encouraged to meet 
many who uphold us in prayer.

17th. 18th. 19th. 20th.

21st.
Many inmates who were 
transferred back to the main 
prison because of safety are 
spread about the main prison; 
pray they will get their original 
jobs back again.

Pray for all the young people as 
they go back into every day 
situations such as school, after 
school clubs, neighbourhoods.

Give thanks that Press Forward 
was able to run this year and 
have 15 young people present 
throughout.

Give thanks for the experiences 
that the young people have 
been able to have over the 
summer.

P an inmate is back in 
fellowship with the Lord; pray 
he will attend our weekly 
meetings.

22nd. 23rd. 24th. 25th.

26th.
Give thanks for the new 
friendships that have been built 
with the young people, families 
and volunteers.

Pray for the parents as they deal 
with having to care for children 
without a loved one.

Coffee Time is on today at the 
women’s prison.  Pray for 
significant conversations and 
that women, who haven’t come 
before, will come along and be 
blessed.

Pray for the family member in 
prison, that they will know that 
there is support and help for 
the family.

Pray for the volunteers that 
gave up their time, energy and 
support over the summer to 
help out in the Press Forward 
Programme. 

27th.
Pray for C, a Christian prisoner 
who is experiencing a time of 
severe stress. Ask the Lord to 
restore him.

28th. 29th. 30th.

31st. November 1st.
Suicide is affecting many 
ex-prisoners. Pray for good to 
overcome this evil and for light 
to break through the darkness. 
Pray for their families and 
friends and PF staff as they deal 
with this difficult issue.

Pray for Benny who has moved 
into the community. Give 
thanks for his church who 
support him. Pray for him as he 
adjusts to life outside of prison; 
pray for opportunities to work 
and help others.

Give thanks for the Aftercare 
celebration at the Crumlin 
Road Gaol during our Week of 
Prayer. It was a very successful 
evening. Pray for those who 
attended and were touched by 
the amazing worship and 
Voices of Hope.

Pray for referrals that will be on 
our Christmas Hope list for the 
first time this year, that we will 
have an opportunity to visit and 
share about God’s love with the 
families.

Pray for staff and volunteers 
preparing and organising 
Christmas Hope – it is a massive 
task. Pray that each hamper 
and toy parcel delivered will 
communicate God’s Love.

2nd. 3rd. 4th.

5th. 6th.
Tonight Lynne is sharing with 
the women at St. Columba’s 
Church, Portadown.  May all 
there be encouraged and 
challenged through what she 
shares.

We give thanks for opportuni-
ties to speak in different 
churches. Pray for Lynne as she 
shares at Redrock Presbyterian 
PW.

Give thanks for the safety of the 
group throughout the summer 
as we travelled to different 
locations throughout NI.

Pray for K. He has come 
through the court system and is 
out the other side. Pray for the 
stronghold of addiction in his 
life to be broken.

7th. 8th. 9th.

10th. 11th.
Pray for Grandmother, B who is 
dealing with the pressure of a 
grandson’s release from prison. 
Please pray for J that he would 
stay away from negative 
influences in his life.

Pray for a family of three girls 
who attended Press Forward 
this summer, please pray for 
them in school and that God 
would protect them in these 
days.

Please pray for M who is 
struggling with having a 
daughter in prison, pray for the 
relationships with her 
grandchildren also.

Give thanks for Joe, for the help 
he is to Neil and the men at 
Hope Works. Pray he remains in 
good health, and he knows how 
valued he is by PF and the men 
who use the centre.

12th. 13th. 14th.

Please pray for the future of 
Press Forward, as a plan is in 
place to meet with Children in 
Need to see what happens next.
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