
2020

(Children & Young People). At each stage of the 
application, God kept the door open for me to go through.  
I was finally accepted and now I’m in the middle of my first 
clinical placement which I’m really enjoying. During my first 
week I asked if a patient could be released. The reply was, 
‘In this hospital, patients are discharged, not released!’

I am so thankful to be given the opportunity to remain on 
the PFNI team with reduced hours working with women 
released from prison.  

As I step into this new opportunity, I’m reminded of 
Matthew 25:37-40 : ‘Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’ 

May each of us love Him more and serve Him harder. ‘The 
harvest is plentiful’. Thank you so much for your continued 
prayer and support, it means so much.

- Lynne

God Has A Plan

Scripture assures us of that, for at just the right moment, in 
keeping with a plan He had formed before the foundation 
of the world, a Saviour was born. His plans are always 
good, right, and give us a hope and future.

We have plans too. Yet we cannot see the future and as 
a result our plans often change or need to be scrapped 
completely. With that in mind, read on to discover how 
some of PFNI’s staff and chaplains had their plans turned 
upside down throughout 2020.

A New Opportunity

My journey with Prison Fellowship has had many twists 
and turns but also great opportunities to share the love of 
Jesus.

I first began as a volunteer serving among the women in 
Hydebank then joined the staff in 2013 as a Family Worker. 
Three years later I started coordinating the Sycamore 
Tree course. Then, following my son’s birth, I went back to 
continue the work among the women in prison and those 
released.

One of the things that has sustained me over the years 
has been prayer. I’ve been blessed with amazing ‘prayer 
pals’, a group of three friends who started praying for me 
through my first Sycamore Tree course.  One asked if I 
ever saw myself moving on from PF.  My answer was a 
resounding no! Yet God’s plans are higher than ours…  

Back in May, I learned about a new Masters’ degree 
at Queen’s University called MSc Professional Nursing 

2020/21

OFFERING HOPE & A NEW BEGINNING

News Focus

Charity Registration Number: NIC 103772.
Registered as a company Limited by Guarantee in Northern Ireland. No. NIO55239.
Accepted as a charity by the Inland Revenue under reference XN45576

Prayer Focus - January

General
‘God doesn’t work on our timetable. He has a plan that 
He will execute perfectly and for the highest, greatest 
good of all, and for His ultimate glory.’- Chuck Swindoll 
As we begin 2021, may we have faith and strength to 
trust in His Word and timing, and hold on steadfastly to 
His promises. 

Give thanks for the commitment of the Board to PFNI’s 
vision; pray for wisdom and discernment as they seek 
to support the staff, implement new strategies and 
navigate seasons of change in the organisation.

Pray for physical protection over each staff member, 
and wisdom for the growing demands of the ministry. 
Pray that we will stay committed to our own personal 
spiritual growth, through regular prayer and Bible 
Study. 

Give thanks for all the volunteers and churches that 
partnered with us this year to make Christmas Hope 
a success, and for the many people who generously 
donated. May they all know the blessing that comes 
from doing God’s will.

Pray for those of our volunteers who work as medical 
professionals, health care workers and care givers, 
for protection over them and their families during this 
pandemic. Help them Father, and comfort them when 
they are tired and weary.

459 children and young people received a Christian 
book with their Christmas Hope gift this Christmas. 
Pray that as they read it, they might be inspired and 
encouraged.

Pray for family members who loves Jesus, pray that 
this year they will know in a fresh way God’s love and 
care for them. For family members who as yet are 
‘strangers to God’, please pray they will have a true 
encounter with Him and receive the best gift of all 
time.

Family
We give thanks for families who have said how much 
the hampers and toys they received from ‘Christmas 
Hope’ have meant to them in the past and of the hope 
it has brought to their lives. Some families have said 
they are in a better position this year and would prefer 
the aid to go to others with more need.  We thank God 
for their improved circumstances and for their heart for 
others in need.

A’s mental health has taken a downward spiral. He 
asks many questions about God. Pray for him to 
experience God’s peace. 

Please pray for T and his family. Pray for them through 
this very difficult time and that justice will prevail 
concerning allegations made against him. Pray he can 
reignite the relationship he once had with God.

M is a believer and is going through a court case. 
Pray he will feel God’s presence and see that God is 
walking with him through this difficult time.

Prison Chaplains work with people who often find it 
hard to believe that God has any interest in them or 
their lives. They struggle with the concept they are 
made in the image of God. Pray for our chaplains 
as they share the truth that each prisoner can have 
a hope and future which doesn’t involve crime and 
imprisonment.

Prison
Pray for the many men and women in prison struggling 
with mental health challenges, and possibly unable to 
receive the same level of support during lockdown. 
Loving God, you see and know each person – would 
you meet them in their need today and bring clarity 
and hope. 

Lynne desperately misses the women in Hydebank.  
Each woman received a gift and handmade card 
this Christmas.  Please pray this reminds them how 
precious and loved they are, and that they are not 
forgotten.

Pray for R who is pregnant.  She struggles with many 
issues.  As Lynne visits her may she feel loved and 
supported and drawn closer to Him.

Many women Lynne works with struggle with 
addiction.  It is painful and heart-breaking to watch, 
but a privilege to be able to journey and help them. 
Please pray for strength to overcome addiction. Pray 
that many will come to experience true freedom only 
found in Him.

Aftercare - Women
It was great to make contact with all the women 
released from prison, making them aware of Christmas 
Hope and arranging hamper/toy deliveries. Please 
pray as this contact is followed up, especially for 
wisdom in knowing where best to invest time. There is 
much need.
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