
went out in the 
Spring 2021 
News Focus. The 
generosity of our 
supporters and 
prayer partners has 
been amazing. 

Currently our 
target to fund the 
renovation project 
is £262,000. As I write, almost two-thirds of that total has 
been raised with over £28,000 coming as a result of the 
News Focus appeal. 

Thank you for your kindness and continuing support. 
Please remember this project in your prayers and in your 
gifts to help us reach our target. 

I have a friend who gently admonished me when I 
expressed my anxieties to her. ‘Why should we be 
surprised when God supplies all our needs,’ was the gist of 
her response and she is right! Praise God for his goodness 
and provision!

Gordon

Prison Fellowship
Trauma-Informed Practice

Over recent weeks, the Board and staff at Prison 
Fellowship have been examining how it can become a 
trauma-informed organisation. This is particularly important 
given the complex environment we work in with prisoners 
and their families. 

This also means we need to increase our levels of 
awareness and understanding so that this approach 
permeates all aspects of the organisation. The following 
elements overleaf outline some of the issues covered at a 
recent Board and staff online training event.

God Is Able!

It is 15 years since I became involved with the Board at 
PFNI, and 10 years since I took on the role of chairperson. 
It has been a joy to work alongside Robin Scott and the 
team. Their enthusiasm, imagination, dedication, and sheer 
hard work has been a blessing and lesson for me. 

Number 39 University Street has played an integral part 
in taking tragic circumstances and using them for good. 
The geographical setting is perfect for the peculiarities of 
Belfast as it has a warm and welcoming ambience to all 
who knock on our purple door.

However, anyone who has been in #39 understands that 
the building is long past its prime. 

Some years ago, the Board considered a major renovation 
plan. As the details and potential costs of the project 
emerged my head said to trust in God’s provision, but my 
heart was anxious and fearful. 

How on earth would we meet the costs when our accounts 
were already so tight? Thankfully, in heaven, things are a 
little different. 

We gradually inched forward, and God began opening 
doors. He brought people with the right skills to help 
and demonstrated that He really is ‘able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think.’ (Eph 3: 20) 

That phrase has been a great encouragement to me and in 
the last few months its truth has really come home. 

Funding organisations have been generous in their 
support, pledging significant amounts since the appeal 
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Prayer Focus - July

General 
Give thanks for the amazing amount of finances 
donated towards our building project. Things are 
moving forward, and we hope to put this out to tender 
within the coming weeks.

Pray for us as we clear the building before the end of 
the summer, and for a suitable alternative venue while 
we are unable to use No39. 

Pray for God’s healing and restoration for those PF 
staff come in contact with daily who are going through 
traumatic situations. Pray for the staff as they deal with 
difficult issues and the spiritual strength needed to 
help. 

Pray for a family awaiting sentencing of their husband 
and father. Pray for their emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing.

Pray for D as she feels she doesn’t have the strength 
to go on, that God will help and protect her, and that 
she will know His love.

Keep praying for families intimidated out of their 
homes. Pray that as they relocate, they will settle into 
their new homes and feel safe.

Pray for family members who seek to support a loved 
one struggling with a chronic addiction to drugs and/
or alcohol.

Some of the families speak of a lack of hope as 
they struggle with what it means to have a loved 
one in prison plus in many cases other issues such 
as loneliness, mental health, addiction, or ill health.  
Please pray for them.

Give thanks for all those who pray for the families of 
prisoners and for the opportunities He gives us to 
show the love of Jesus. Pray for R, with a loved one 
in prison. Pray she would know God’s strength and 
comfort at this time.

We have been privileged to help I & R recently, but 
they have lost touch with us. Pray these men are safe, 
and God will bring them across our path again.

R is getting help from PBNI and many organisations. 
Please pray for him as we encourage him to follow a 
new way in Christ.

Pray for C, a young man who has been released and 
who is doing well. Pray he will continue on this path 
and be able to stay in work.

Pray for A and his Dad. His Dad is recovering from 
a cancer operation. Please pray for the family at this 
time.

B is in hospital. Please pray for his recovery, and for 
the right place to live when he feels better. 

Pray for K, his brother and father. All have been to 
hospital recently and have asked for prayer to get 
better soon. 

Pray for a safe place and a way for the men of 
Aftercare to meet up in fellowship soon. We trust God 
for this.

Family
Some families are facing separation not just through 
prison, but through children being placed in care. Pray 
that God will give comfort, help and strength to these 
children, those who care for them, their parents and 
extended family. Pray for wisdom for those who make 
decisions about their future.

Aftercare - Men
Thank you for praying for P. Some weeks are better 
than others. Please pray he doesn’t give up and 
continues to try and beat his addictions with God’s 
help.

Date for your diary - September 5-12, 2021 

This year our theme is ‘At the Gate’

Prayer Resources will 
be made available, 
just contact the office 
at 028 90243691 or 
email info@pfni.org 
for more details. 

Information will also 
be on our website 
www.pfni.org
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