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In many ways, 
we need to start 
all over again. 
The people we 
engaged with 
pre-COVID have 
moved on to 
other locations 
with some being 
released. 

We will return to an environment where prison staff, 
chaplaincy, and health care workers are fatigued. We may 
not be able to do what we did before to the same degree, 
yet we still want to achieve our PFNI mission and values.

God has called us to this work to meet these difficult 
circumstances. Factors also include:

 » New personnel within prisons
 » New prison objectives
 » Fewer volunteers

Although we are enthusiastic to return, we need to 
balance this with responsible actions in terms of health 
and safety and knowing how to deliver ministry in an 
effective way. 

Our primary focus is not to promote Prison Fellowship 
- it is to show Christ. We want to offer hope of a new 
beginning with Jesus as well as supporting prisoners, 
staff, and chaplains, along with others involved in this 
work. Whether that will be a phased approach, we don’t 
know, but we need to be ready when the invitation comes. 
Prisons will once again open up but in a new way. PFNI 
will be ready for that challenge.

 Robin Scott-CEO

Looking Forward: A New Season 
Up until March 2020, everything was going great at 
PF: we were getting into the prisons, offering weekly 
activities, providing community visits, and working with 
families. Then lockdown came and all of our prison 
ministries came to an abrupt halt.

It has been difficult during the past year to work through 
the restrictions and unknowns and still continue with our 
ministry. Yet, with your prayers and God’s help, we have 
overcome many of those challenges.

Now we are in a new phase when restrictions are starting 
to lift. What will this look like for PF and the prison service? 
How will it affect the prisoners and their families? Will 
things return to normal or is ‘normal’ no longer possible?
Prison Service NI has successfully contained the spread of 
the virus, yet there has been an increase in mental health 
issues: 

“The cumulative effect of COVID19 restrictions on 
prisoners’ well-being and rehabilitation is likely to have 
a significant and far-reaching impact on our society for 
years to come” (HM Insp. of Prisoners, Feb 2021).

Prisoners are exhausted with the pressures of reduced 
activity. Older prisoners are especially fearful for 
their personal health. Hospital appointments result in 
quarantines and that only increases anxiety. Court cases 
being paused, and lack of information have also led to 
frustration. Even the prisoners’ ability to grieve has been 
affected as they are unable to attend funerals. What are 
the principal issues for PF as the return to prison work 
opens up? Can we tackle the problems associated with 
the extended lockdowns and tight restrictions?
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Prayer Focus - October

General
Give thanks that the building plans have gone 
to tender. Pray for those who will be doing the 
calculations and for the PF building committee as they 
make the selection. 

Robin has many meetings these days in relation to 
strategy, employment, the building project, meeting with 
governors about direction for prison ministry to resume 
and much more! Pray for godly wisdom day by day. 

Preparations have begun for Christmas Hope! Pray for 
all the practical aspects involved, and as we go forward, 
continued protection from covid.

We give thanks for the amazing gifts received for the 
building project, and for everyone who prays and 
supports the work of PF. Your giving encourages us and 
is making a difference in the lives of those we care for. 

Pray for ‘wisdom in the waiting’ for the PF prison staff, 
as they miss those they were ministering to in prison. 
Prayer is powerful and God knows!

Having a family member in prison brings with it many 
different emotions and changes. Pray for those who 
have a loved one awaiting trial or recently sent to 
prison, as they come to terms with this. Pray especially 
for those, for whom this is something new and 
unknown.

As face-to-face prison visits start to open again, some 
people will be seeing their family member in person 
for the first time in over a year. Pray that relationships 
will be rebuilt easily and well.

Please pray for elderly family members who support 
a loved one in prison. Pray they would have sufficient 
grace for each day.

Pray for many families experiencing deep loneliness. 
Please pray it will not always be this way. Pray for new 
and good relationships and restoration of old ones.

Family
Give thanks for all the families we have contact with 
and the privilege of supporting them in different ways. 
Pray the Lord will give us His wisdom and love as we 
walk with them. 

Pray for men who are looking for work. It is 
especially hard for those who have convictions to 
find employment. Pray for employers to look at the 
potential of the employee rather than his past.

Pray for those who are sick. Many men are struggling 
with health issues and access to health care. Pray 
especially for those in hospital right now, and anyone 
who is trying to visit, but cannot.

Those with addictions are really struggling and many 
have no access to support or very limited support over 
the telephone. Pray for help for those in crisis. Pray for 
the organisations and people in the community, who 
help with addictions, to be funded and supported to do 
this lifesaving work.

Aftercare - Men
Pray for churches as they begin to operate in the 
community again. Pray for safety for them and that 
they will reach out to those most in need, including 
those released from prison.

Pray for ‘M’ who is nearing the end of a lengthy 
sentence. Pray especially for a suitable place to live 
and good support.

Pray for women who have had their children 
removed from their care. They often acknowledge 
their mistakes, and know this is for the best, but it is 
incredibly painful.

Pray that the most broken and vulnerable we work 
with will accept help and support. They often can ‘hide 
away’ during the darkest times.

Many of the women we work with are desperately 
trying to break free from addiction. Pray that they will 
keep strong, believe in themselves and know there is 
always hope.

Pray for released women to find the support they need 
to thrive and not return to prison.

Aftercare - Women
Give thanks for a really special time together on 
‘Kirsty’s Walk’.  Pray that God would continue to move 
in the hearts and lives of all who were there, and for 
continued comfort for Kirsty’s family. 


