
Prison Fellowship Board members are also thankful for 
Norman’s selfless dedication to those often forgotten by 
society. Ronnie Pedlow shares his privilege of knowing 
Norman:

‘I have fond memories of visiting HMP Magilligan with 
Norman, supporting the annual mission in the prison and 
seeing him working at close hand. 

Norman’s dedication to his work and his passion for the 
men with whom he came into contact was very evident, as 
was his ability to develop and maintain good relations with 
the staff, chaplains, and above all prisoners. He made a 
great contribution to the work of Prison Fellowship and to 
the temporal and spiritual wellbeing of all those he met. 

Norman’s contribution to the work of Prison Fellowship 
over 29 years has been immense. He has been a valued 
member of the PFNI family and can rest assured that he 
has been a good and faithful servant to the work of PFNI 
and to the spiritual wellbeing of those he served in HMP 
Magilligan and the Northwest.

Thank you, Norman, and enjoy your retirement.’ 

*prisoner’s name has been changed 

Thank you, Norman 

Several years ago, *Tony found Himself in the awful 
situation of going to prison. It had a huge impact on his 
life and on his family. His first thought was, how am I going 
to survive this nightmare? Tony always had a strong faith 
in God, so he prayed, asking God to help him through this 
ordeal. He settled into prison routine as best as possible 
and became a Listener, spending many hours with 
prisoners who were worse off than himself. While inside, 
he got to know Norman, and they became friends.

It was through this friendship that Tony attended some 
PF meetings. He listened to gospel groups and speakers 
invited into prison to tell their personal stories. When 
released, Norman regularly visited Tony and his family 
which they really enjoyed. They were able to discuss 
issues with him in confidence and felt comfortable and 
supported in doing so. 

‘Prison Fellowship,’ says Tony, ‘should be very proud of 
the valued and outstanding work that Norman carried out. 
I am confident that any prisoner or ex-prisoner was glad to 
have a listening ear and such a friend as Norman in their 
lives.’

Norman’s ministry over 29 years has been life-changing 
for many inmates in Magilligan and those released in the 
community. Many came to faith and the men were grateful 
for his genuine care and kindness. There has been an 
outpouring of gratitude for his service, from PF staff and 
supporters to Prison Service personnel and inmates.  ‘We 
are going to miss Norman about the wing,’ says one of the 
guys. ‘On a Tuesday, he used to greet us with a big smile 
and a good handshake. We really hope all the best for him 
in his future endeavours.’
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OFFERING HOPE & A NEW BEGINNING

News FocusPrayer Focus - January

Family

Give thanks for all those who supported our Christmas 
Hope Project through their prayers, giving, and 
volunteering. Pray for our family workers, Sandra, and 
Claire, as they follow up with phone calls to families 
who received the hampers. Ask God to guide them 
towards those who want and need support.

Pray for those living with long-term illness. Pray 
for resilience and grateful hearts for the support of 
medical staff, and their carers.

Some mums, whose children have addictions, have no 
idea where they are. They worry constantly. Pray for 
peace and the possibility to be in touch.

J is a Christian and is due for release early this year. 
This is causing him stress and worry as he is afraid he 
will fall into the cycle that finds him back in prison. Pray 
for support on his release and that he finds a church 
that will walk alongside and guide him. 

T has spent another Christmas inside. Pray that she 
would be receptive to the Good news of the Gospel 
message as we continue to support her.

Pray for peace for V as he struggles with self-harm. 
Pray that he gets the support he needs while knowing 
God’s love and hope. Pray that he stops listening to 
the lies of the enemy.

W has recently been released. Pray as he adjusts to 
life outside that he would be able to make the right 
choices and manage well.

Prison

Please pray for the work of Aftercare, the Aftercare 
worker and all the volunteers. We need refreshing, 
replenishing, and reviving after a tough year. 

Pray for all those who are struggling right now, with 
debt, poverty, hunger, and shelter. 

Pray for J and his Mum & Dad. They are special to 
us, and we know that God will bring them through 
this difficult time. Ask God for His protection, peace, 
comfort, and healing. 

Aftercare - Men

N has been difficult to contact, and Lynne is worried 
about her. Pray that she will be able to make contact 
with N and give her the help she needs. 

S has just lost her granny and is feeling devastated.  
Unfortunately, this period of grief has caused a spiral 
back to addiction. Pray she will feel determined to 
make good decisions and for Lynne as she tries to 
encourage her.

P is now living in a lovely flat but due to health issues 
is struggling to maintain it.  Pray that suitable help 
would be provided, and that P would continue to feel 
loved and supported.

Aftercare - Women

Norman McCorkell 
and Gordon McIlroy 
(Chairman PFNI)
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*Date for your Diary*
We are pleased to invite you to an Open Day at 
our newly redeveloped Centre at 39 University 
Street, Belfast on Tuesday 24th January between 
10am – 4pm and 6pm to 8pm. 

Come and visit us as we begin the next chapter 
in our new facility. God has richly blessed us 
through your generosity in making this project 
possible. We want to share with you what He 
has done and pray for all those who will use the 
Centre in the future.


