
joining our staff in Templepatrick to help with packing and 
deliveries, or praying for God’s guidance and protection.

PFNI’s preparations for Christmas Hope have been 
ongoing since summer and culminate in the frenetic 
weeks of November and December. Parcels and hampers 
are soon to be delivered to needy families and that need 
continues to increase. By giving your help, support and 
prayers, that demand gets fulfilled and acts as a practical 
demonstration of the profound and certain hope we have 
in Jesus Christ. Thank you.

We face challenges ahead and would value your prayers 
for the appointment of new staff at the Centre, planning 
Family work and the need for new Board members. Please 
remember us and those we serve in 2024, visit our website 
for latest news and announcements www.pfni.org

The Joy of Generosity 

Prison Fellowship Northern Ireland saw significant 
changes during 2023.

We moved back into the refurbished centre on University 
Street, and although not fully functional, we welcomed a 
Salt sports team from America in May. They gave a prayer 
walk to ask God’s blessing on No. 39. Then, in June, 40+ 
members of Castlereagh Fellowship gathered at the 
Centre for an evening of praise and to hear PF staff share 
about their ministries.

Restorative Justice work continued to grow with three 
Sycamore Tree courses running simultaneously in each 
of the prisons. We welcomed Michael Cochrane to our 
staff as he joined Dean in Maghaberry as a Prison Worker. 
We have much to be thankful for, not least to two Board 
members, Sydney Cairns and Stuart Nelson, who have 
stepped back after many combined years of faithful 
service. Stuart will remain a vital source of legal advice 
and we give thanks to both men.

Christmas is almost upon us, piling financial and emotional 
pressure on many. Tragic wars in Ukraine, Israel and Gaza, 
and the cost-of-living crisis could easily overwhelm us, 
making us feel fearful and hopeless. 

However, Christmas reminds us that God came ‘to dwell 
among us’ in the person of Jesus whose perfect life 
led to His death and glorious resurrection. So, despite 
overwhelming odds, we have real hope for the future. This 
is not a Christmas fairy tale but a profound truth.

The theme for the Winter News Focus is ‘Giving’. 
Christmas Hope could not happen without your amazing 
generosity, whether that is donating groceries or finance, 
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News FocusPrayer Focus - January

Family
Pray for the phone calls and visits this month by 
volunteers and Family Workers as a follow-up to 
Christmas Hope. Ask for good conversations, for good 
connections and that the Lord will guide our steps 
towards the families we need to support.

Some of our families have children who are quite ill 
and are feeling alone in their struggles. Pray they will 
know God’s help and that people care.

Pray for strong family units, that the Lord will help 
families to find help in Him and come out stronger.

Pray that God will draw close to many of our families 
for whom December and January are exceptionally 
painful and emotional.

Pray for our Centre in Belfast, that soon we will be 
able to open the doors for programmes and support 
services. Pray that through volunteers and staff, we can 
use 39 University Street as ‘a haven of opportunity’ for 
men and women.

Volunteer

Pray for those in prison who are struggling in 
darkness – with mental health, thoughts of suicide, 
bereavement, and grief. Ask that they would come to 
know that God is with them in their despair and can 
bring Hope and Peace.

Pray for men whose families struggle on the outside, 
for children who are suicidal and for mothers who find 
it hard when the father figure is not there to help.

Pray for the loneliness of inmates at Christmas time. 
Incarceration during Christmas is one of the lowest 
times of a prisoner’s life whilst being separated from 
family. Ask for God to speak His love to them during 
this time.

Prison
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When we think of giving, money comes to mind! Giving 
sacrificially and cheerfully of our finances is part of our 
worship. It’s not something we have to do; it’s something 
we get to do joyfully in response to God blessing us. At PF, 
we are so thankful for everyone who supports us in this 
way and to those who help in our programmes, who pray 
for the work and who showcase God’s love and goodness 
to others. 

Pray for wisdom in all the decisions we need to make 
in PFNI’s development. We are currently reviewing 
Family Work as we want to ensure that our support is 
properly focused on the needs of those who have a 
loved one in prison.

General

Pray for V who has recently got married to D. May they 
each remember what they have learned about Jesus 
through PF engagement and choose to trust in Him.

Contact has been lost with N. This is upsetting. Please 
pray for a breakthrough in this.

Aftercare - Women

Addictions can cause such devastation in the lives 
of individuals and their relationships with family and 
friends. Pray for those who are controlled by drugs 
and alcohol, that they will want to be set free from the 
bondage of their addictions.

Aftercare - Men

‘Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves 
and knows the One who is leading.’ – (O.Chambers)
As we begin this New Year, we commit all of our work 
to those in prison, their families, and those released 
into God’s Hands, trusting that He will guide us on His 
path of love and grace.

Praise God for many new volunteers who came 
forward to help with Christmas Hope and the ministry 
going forward in the New Year. 

Remember all the Prison staff and Chaplains who will 
work over Christmas. ‘Lord, would You strengthen 
them with Your love and may they in turn be a strong 
support to the men and women they interact with.’

At the start of this New Year as we plan activities, may 
His will and way be clear to us. 

Pray for those who are released, or due to be released 
soon. ‘We pray that You will provide safe places for 
them to be released to with good accommodation and 
support. We pray for Your peace for those who are 
feeling anxious and frustrated as this is a very difficult 
time for them to make the transition from prison to the 
community.’We praise God that He is drawing many men and 

women to serve in this ministry. Pray that each can use 
their gifts and abilities to serve God.

Gordon McIlroy (Chairman) 


