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Prayer Focus - April 2025

Aftercare — Female

Please pray for P who struggles with her health. She
has had a few ‘scares’ recently. Pray that she will make
wise choices to help herself. She has faith so pray she
will cling to that.

Lynne has many thoughts for female aftercare work
which she would love to see become reality. The work
is so needed. Time is a constraint. Pray for God’s will in
this.

Pray for J who has recently come to faith but lives in
very difficult, lonely circumstances. She especially needs
community. Pray she will settle in a church family.

Aftercare — Male

Pray for all the volunteers who help in the centre and
out in the community. Many of the volunteers give lifts
and extra support to the men so they can attend PF
and get to other appointments. Give thanks.

Pray for all the men who will finish the Life Skills course
this month and receive their certificates. Give thanks
for the Lowe Church team and all the new friendships
made.

Easter is a special time for believers. Please pray for
the men who have no connection with church as we
celebrate the risen Jesus with them.

Volunteers and General

Pray for our two placement students Ricky and
Deborah. Pray they would be a blessing to those in
prison and aftercare. Pray for a blessing upon them as
they serve God in this ministry.

Pray for our 11 prayer groups meeting faithfully across
the country. Pray for new members to attend and for
each of the prayer group leaders willing to host the
groups.

Pray for each volunteer visiting and supporting men and
women in our prisons. Pray for their safety and wisdom
in situations they encounter daily.

Prisons - Female

Continue to pray for the Monday evening Lifespan in
Hydebank and for the small but very faithful group of
ladies who attend. Also pray for the volunteers who
lead it each week.

Pray for a young person in Hydebank who recently got
baptised. Pray that they would grow in faith and find the
right support upon release.

Please pray for M who is new to prison and is a
Christian. Pray that she would feel God’s presence with
her even in custody.

Prisons — Male

Please pray for J whose family has closed all avenues
of contact at this time. Pray as he currently struggles
with this new development that he doesn’t give up and
that new lines of communication will come.

Pray for J who is in prison for the very first time and
struggling to come to terms with it. Pray that he learns
not to rebel and to accept his circumstances.

D has been helping with Sycamore. He is coming near
the end of his sentence. Pray all works out for him in
the process of release and as he adjusts to life outside
again.

Family Support

Pray for God’s comfort for C as she comes to terms
with her son being back in prison, especially at a time
when she is coping with a lot of other pressures and
concerns in her life.

Please pray for all who have tried everything to support
a loved one living with addiction. Pray for God’s grace
and strength to keep going.

Give thanks for families where family relationships are
being repaired and restored.

“The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.” Psalm 145:18
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The Battle Belongs to The Lord

“Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast

army. For the battle is not yours, but God'’s.
2 Chronicles 20:15

As we step into spring, we look forward with hope, trusting
in the blessings God has planned for 2025.

We are finalising the PFNI strategic plan. One key priority
is finding the right person as our Operations Manager.
This role is critical in ensuring that more men and women
can access the help and support they need across all our
programmes—bringing hope, purpose, and transformation.
Please pray that God will provide in this matter.

Another key focus this year is Sycamore Tree, and for that,
| need your help.

This programme has been a game changer—not just for
those who complete it, but for the prisons that host it.

Yet, we are aware of the challenges faced as they work
through the course. Pray that participants will understand
the difference between simply confronting their crime and
truly moving forward to deal with their past.

| also ask for your prayers as our staff and volunteers
support those struggling with addiction. Satan is actively
seeking to destroy their lives and families. | say this with
deep sincerity: there is a clear spiritual attack, and we must
stand firm against it. Victory is neither quick nor easy to
achieve. Will you stand with us on the battlelines through
your prayer times or in our local prayer groups?

Finally, | want to thank everyone who has supported Prison
Fellowship through prayer, giving, and volunteering. | am
deeply moved by the generosity and encouragement that
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continue to pour in. Good people care about this ministry,
and for that, | thank God.

The battle belongs to the Lord, and with Him, victory is
certain.

Robin (CEO)

Max Brockmeyer

Max Brockmeyer is Prison Fellowship International’s
national ministry manager in Europe and Central
Asia and we were delighted to meet him in person
on 19th February at No. 39.

Max sat amongst the men of the Wednesday
morning Bible study ‘Lifesplan’ and listened intently
to the conversation. He shared

his testimony of how he came to

Christ and the role he engages

in now as a key communicator

between PF national ministries

that span beyond borders.

His passion for Prison

Fellowship was made vividly

clear by his wide smile. That

grin only grew as the PFNI

staff presented him with some
‘traditional’ Northern Irish gifts:
Tayto crisps and some soda bread!

Max promised to keep in touch and share the work
of PENI with our sister groups across Europe and
Asia. He finished by encouraging us with a simple
yet powerful message, that the work here is making
a real difference to those who need it the most.
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Norman McCorkell

. &Gillian Spence

“An article remembering Norman and Gillian,” the email
said. “I could have a go at that”, | replied, and here | am in
February, pen in hand, with a mixture of emotions swirling
around.

There is a real sense of sadness and loss at the passing of
two people so important to the work of PFNI. Gillian had
been involved since the very early days, serving as board
member, treasurer, chairperson and honorary president.
She was the essence of a gentle lady with a warm smile
and a steely resolve that was very hard to say “no” to - like
the time she suggested | should become chairman of the
board! She had a passion for the work of PFNI, hosting a
prayer group in her home and the annual barbecue even
into her nineties.

Norman joined the staff in the early 1990s, visiting
Magilligan Prison and providing aftercare in the
Northwest. He had a unique ability to draw alongside men
with all sorts of backgrounds and characters and win their
trust, enabling them to share a wee story, a wee word

and a wee prayer. Norman shared the love of Jesus with
words and deeds.

The funerals of Norman and Gillian were only six days

apart in early December at the height of Christmas
Hope preparations. Along with the families, we felt a
real sense of loss, but, | think it is not wrong to say, we
also felt pride. We are proud to have had these two
people as mentors, colleagues, friends, and be part
of the PFNI family. We are proud of all they achieved
in their lives; proud of the OBE Norman was awarded
and proud of the leadership Gillian demonstrated as a
longstanding chairperson.

With the tears of sadness and loss mixed with pride,
deep inside there is also a sense of satisfaction and joy.
Joy in remembering lives well lived, races well run and
a finished course. Satisfaction in the sure hope of the
welcome words, “well done good and faithful servant.”

We will miss Norman and Gillian, but we take comfort in
knowing they have entered into the joy of their Master.

Gordon Mcliroy (PFNI Chairman)

.ﬂ Subscribe. t.o our monthly Prayer Focys,
Visit Pfni.org/subscribe

Welcome
Andrew Elder

Hi, my name is Andrew Elder, and | am delighted to have
joined the board of Prison Fellowship NI.

| am the lead pastor of Village Church South Belfast and |
believe that the Gospel reaches beyond church walls and
into the hardest places. That's why | feel connected to
the ministry of PENI and their work among prisoners, ex-
offenders, and their families.

Before stepping into full-time ministry 10 years ago, |
worked with homeless youth. That experience shaped
my heart for those on the margins and often trapped in
cycles of brokenness. It was there that | first encountered
the power of restorative justice, seeing lives transformed
when grace met accountability.
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PENI embodies this same heart, walking alongside
those whom society often overlook. Their work offers
dignity, restoration, and the hope of

Christ. Whether through

in-prison ministry, post-

release support, or caring

for families, they remind

us that no one is beyond

redemption.

| am very pleased to be able
to serve PENI in this season,
and alongside my wife Hayley
and our two children, Finlay
(10) and Abigail (7), | look
forward to seeing how God
continues to use this ministry
to transform lives.

Andrew

Q
«%éP %’29025

Sycamore Tree

Recently, we conducted the Sycamore Tree restorative
justice course with four groups of men in Maghaberry and
Magilligan. The part which impacts the participants most is
when Lyn, a victim of crime, comes on week 3 to share her
story. Lyn writes:

In August 2002, our son Paul was killed in an unprovoked
knife attack in Liverpool. It was a day that changed the
lives of me and my husband Mick forever.

In January 2006, | accepted an invitation to share our
story at a local prison as part of Sycamore Tree. As |
made my way to the prison entrance, | prayed, ‘God,
please just get me through this.’

| sobbed through every detail of how our lives were
affected by the murder of our son. The men listened
respectfully. | then shared the story of how God comforted
us throughout that time. | told them how Mick and | had
forgiven the people who killed Paul and how powerful
that decision had been in bringing us healing. | thought
about how broken these men must feel. In that moment,
God filled me with His compassion. | knew many had
done unspeakable things, but God enabled me to look
past each crime and see a son.

Interested i
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,I - Volunteering

[ _Opportunity”

“Without volunteers we would be a nation without a soul”
Rosalynn Carter

Food is a central part of the ministry at PFNI. We

see throughout scripture how meals were used to
demonstrate friendship and community. If you would like
to volunteer in a very practical way and have a desire to
cook and serve food in our centre in Belfast, we would
love you to join us!

We are looking for people available on a Wednesday
morning to cook and prepare meals. Volunteers will need
to complete a food hygiene certificate and all necessary
checks. If you feel you could serve in this way please get
in touch with us to find out more.
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n becoming a volunteer or
Visit pfni.org/volunteer

They thanked me for coming and expressed their sorrow
for our loss. The love and kindness | had felt for them
was being shown to me! On the way to the prison, | had
prayed for God to just get me through this. On the way
out | prayed, ‘God, please bring me back.” Three weeks
later | returned, and | could see a wonderful change as
the men shared what they had gained from Sycamore
Tree. It was wonderful.

19 years later, Lyn still shares her story including in

N. Ireland prisons. We see her touch hearts as she
encourages men and women to make the changes that
they often desperately want to make.

‘Listening to Lyn’s story was hard but it gives me
hope.’..l don’t want to have any more victims.’.."Maybe
forgiveness is possible.’

Thank you, Lyn, and may God bless your ongoing
testimony.

praying for the work of PFNI?

Visit pfni.org/volunteer or email info@pfni.org or
telephone 028 9024 3691.

Grace

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Mark 10:45
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